side... 


Ming events 
HTI Book Prize and Lectureship 
Insights on Mentoring 


Awardees Corner 


A Farewell to... 


aying good-by to a loved one is never easy and in this case, saying farewell to 

Zaida, from her post as director of HT], is particularly difficult. At an important 

transitional moment in the life of HTI, Zaida accepted the challenge to direct 

TI and continue the excellent work that had begun. During the last three years, the 
fruits of her labor have deeply touched, inspired, and wisely guided the HTI family. 
Her excellent managerial skills coupled with a congenial, graceful and friendly 
demeanor toward all her dealings have earned her the respect of many and made her 
an enduring and much appreciated leader of HTI family. We extend our best wishes 
to Zaida and her family as they transition to a new challenge. On behalf of all of us 
who have worked closely with her—professors, mentors, consultants, advisors, 
administrators, program officers, Princeton administration, and especially HTT fel- 
lows—a sincere heartfelt thanks for her dedicated service and untiring commitment 
to the mission of HTI. And as in the past, God always provides leaders for the right 
time, place, and task. 
We congratulate the administration of Princeton Theological Seminary for the 

selection of Joanne Rodriguez as the new director of HTT. Joanne has served as the 
associate director of HTI over the last three years. She is very knowledgeable about 


the program and is personally acquaint- 
ed with most members of the HTI fam- 
ily. She brings many exceptional skills 
and personal qualities to her new post. 
We have no doubts that she will provide 
excellent leadership particularly now, 
when yet another transition is expected. 
As many of you know, the next yeat’s 
grant (2003-2004) will be the last to 
support new doctoral fellows. A final 
grant from Pew is expected to see those 
students in the pipeline through to 
completion. With support from The 
Pew Charitable Trusts the final grant 
will hopefully help leverage a long-term 
partnership that will ensure the sustain- 
ability of the core elements of HTI— 
the mentoring, networking, and infor- 
mation clearing house function. HT] 
has become an indispensable organiza- 
tion that sustains a vibrant community 
of scholars. We must do all that we can 
to ensure a long and successful life into 
the future. Again, our warmest regards 
to Zaida and Joanne as they both transi- 
tion to new posts, and hopes and 


prayers for the sustainability of HTT. 


—Edwin I. Hernandez 


Hest Lucge!. . .from Zaida 


s a Latina, I’m not very good at 
saying “adios.” Those of you 
who have experienced a contin- 


uing conversation in the parking lot 
after several “adiositos” and a half an 
hour later, will know what I mean. A 
“nos vemos pronto” or an “hasta luego” 
better fits our disposition as a people for 
whom “brincando el charco,” however 
big or small, real or metaphorical, 
includes the hope of a future reunion. 
Soon, I will be “brincando” from 
my administrative duties at the 
Hispanic Theological Initiative to join 
the faculty of Asbury Theological 
Seminary (Florida campus)—a position 
for which HT] played an important role 
in preparing me as a 1997-98 
Dissertation Awardee! Serving HT] as 
its director for the past three years is an 
experience for which I am deeply hon- 
ored and thankful. My greatest satisfac- 
tion has been working with and getting 
to know colleagues without whom this 
program would not be what it is. You 


have made all the difference! And so, 


from Zaida... 
before I leave you with my “hasta 
luego,” I need to say “Mil gracias” espe- 
cially to my talented, devoted and all- 
around outstanding staff, Angela 
Schoepf and Marfa Kennedy, the PTS 
student aides, and Joanne Rodriguez 
who, by now, will have taken the lead 
as director. To them and to the pioneers 
and visionaries that came before me, we 
did this together! Mis mds sinceras gra- 
cias y aprecio also to the work and coun- 
sel of the Selection Committee(s) — 
what a team!! To the caring leadership 
of Edwin I. Hernandez, the generosity 
of The Pew Charitable Trusts, Justo L. 
Gonzalez, Joyce Tucker, the PTS/HTI 
liaison, and PTS President, Thomas W. 
Gillespie, to Latinas in Theology, our 
committed editors, mentors, and 
awardees and to all of you who said 
jpresente! when I needed your expertise 
(I wish I had the space to name you 
all!), may God continue blessing all that 
you do. I bid your prayers for the HTI 
staff, Joanne and myself as we transition 
into our new roles. I also ask for your 
prayers for the future of this great 
Initiative. It has been my pleasure to 
serve as “madrina,” as some of you gra- 
ciously called me. To all of you padri- 
nos and madrinas, may we continue to 
look for ways to bless each other in our 
journeys! I look forward to our future 
reunions. 

Con mucho carifio, aprecio y un 
jhasta luego! 


Quedo de ustedes, 
Zaida Maldonado Pérez 


Upcomming Evert 


MENTORS’ TRAINING 

July 12-13, 2002 

Princeton Theological Seminary 
Princeton, NJ 


Dr. Jean-Pierre Ruiz, speaker 


SUMMER WORKSHOP 

July 13-17, 2002 

Princeton Theological Seminary 
Princeton, NJ 


Workshops: 

* Career Orientation: Susan Terman 

* Computers: Loida Martell-Otero 

¢ Financial Planning. José Andrade 

° Getting Published: Jon Berquist 

* Keeping your Spirituality During 
Doctoral Studies: Renata Furst-Lambert 

¢ Pedagogy: Richard Valantasis 

° Research: Kate Skrebutenas 

° Writers Workshop: Robert Ratcliff and 
Ulrike Guthrie 


Lecture 

“On Being Human: U.S. Hispanic and 
Rahnerian Perspectives’: Dr. Miguel Diaz 
Response by Dr. Daniel L. Migliore, 
Professor of Systematic Theology, 
Princeton Theological Seminary. 


LATINAS IN THEOLOGY 
August 16-18, 2002 
Chicago, IL 


WRITERS’ WEEKEND 
September 20-22, 2002 
Princeton Theological Seminary 
Princeton, NJ 


WRITERS’ WORKSHOP 

January 10-17, 2002 

Princeton Theological Seminary 
Princeton, NJ 
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Kegienal Conferences 


ebruary’s regional conferences con- 

firmed that HTI awardees are not 
only excellent scholars, but also remark- 
able administrators. 

Hugo Magallanes, 2001-2002 
Dissertation Awardee, together with 
Mayra Rivera, 2002-2003 Doctoral 
Awardee, Angel Méndez, 2002—2003 
Doctoral Awardee, and Rubén Rosario- 
Rodriguez, 2001-2002 Special 
Mentoring Awardee, coordinated a pro- 
ductive and insightful Eastern regional 
conference at Asbury Theological 
Seminary. Guest speakers, Dr. Otto 
Maduro (Drew University) and Dr. John 
Milbank (University of Virginia), 
engaged the participants with lectures 
discussing postmodernity and Latino/a 
theology. 

At Concordia Seminary, Leopoldo 
Sanchez, 2001-2002 Special Mentoring 
Awardee, worked in coordination with 
Adelita Garza, 2001-2002 Master’s 
Renewal, Joseph De Leén, 2001-2002 
Doctoral Awardee, and Efrain 
Velazquez, 2001-2002 Special 
Mentoring Awardee, to conduct an 
effective and thoughtful Western 
regional conference. Guest speakers Dr. 
James Voelz (Concordia Seminary) and 
Dr. Samuel Solivan (Inter-American 
University of Puerto Rico) offered lec- 
tures discussing scriptural authority 
within a postmodern context. The fol- 
lowing day Dr. Efrain Agosto (Hartford 
Seminary) lectured on “Paul vs. the 
Empire: A Post-Colonial reading of 
Philippians,” while Hjamil Martinez, 
2001-2002 Special Mentoring Awardee, 
responded. The day ended with Efrain 
Vélazquez’s video presentation, 


“Reading the Old Testament to Our 


Own Tribe.” 
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New Book Prize and Lectureship at HTI 


ere is always something new 
and exciting happening at HTI. 
This year we celebrate HTI’s 
Book Prize and Lectureship. It is con- 
ceived as a project that will: 
* Highlight a junior scholar’s name and 
contributions to their field. 


Provide leverage opportunities for 
tenure. 
Impact faculty use of Latina/o books 
in their selection of required and rec- 
ommended bibliography for courses. 
Provide models who will inspire fur- 
ther contribution by Latina/o scholars. 
HTT invites persons to submit a 


nonfiction book for competition for the 
best book engaging Judeo-Christian 
intellectual tradition. The winning entry 
will be awarded $5,000 and the author 
will be asked to lecture at the HTI 
Summer Workshop. 

Applicants must meet the following 
eligibility requirements: Any nonfiction 
book in English pubbshed in the 
United States may be submitted by its 
author to HT if the author is a 
Hispanic Junior Scholar (non-tenured 
faculty member). Publishing companies 
are invited to make submissions, but 
each publishing house is only allowed 
two per year. All submissions must be 
received in the HTI office by February 
Ist. The author must submit a complet- 
ed application, five copies of the book 
entry, a biography, and follow the HTI 
deadlines. Books engaging the Judeo- 
Christian intellectual tradition will be 
considered. We also invite books that 
engage this tradition from a sociological 
and anthropological and/or culture per- 


[luestne gente en are len 


Regional Meeting gathering at Asbury 
Theological Seminary(left) and Herold Weiss 
with mentee Rubén Munoz in Rome (right) 


spective. Books will be evaluated for 
scholarly acumen, lucidity of expression, 
and contribution to the field of US 
Hispanic studies. All decisions by HT] 
are final. 


Questions concerning the applica- 
tion and requirements are to be directed 
to HT, 12 Library Place, Princeton, NJ 
08542, Tel: (609)252-1721, Fax: 
(609)252-1738. 


DISSERTATION AND BOOK PRIZES ANNOUNCED 


elicidades! go to Dr. Elizabeth 
} Conde-Frazier who is the winner 

of the 2002-2003 Hispanic 
Theological Initiative Dissertation 
Series Award. The Hispanic Theological 
Initiative invites Latina/o junior scholars 
(non-tenured) to submit their disserta- 
tions for competition for the best doc- 
toral dissertation dealing with U.S. 
Hispanics religious experience. As win- 
ner of this award, Dr. Conde-Frazier 
will receive a monetary prize from HTI 
and the University of Scranton Press will 
publish her dissertation. We will pres- 
ent her with the award on July 14% dur- 
ing HTT’s annual Summer Workshop. 
Dr. Conde-Frazier will also be a guest 
speaker at the Princeton Theological 
Seminary (PTS) and the Hispanic 
Theological Initiative Lectureship event 
this on December 3, 2002. 

Dr. Conde-Frazier’s dissertation, A 
Case Study of Two Hispanic Bible 
Institutes in Massachusetts, represents a 
pioneering use of grounded theory in 
qualitative research that has wide impli- 
cations across the discipline of Religious/ 
Christian Education. This creative blend 
of theological and social science 
methodology in religious education pro- 
vides important insights for leadership 
development among Protestant and 
Roman Catholic Hispanics training for 
diaconal ministry. 

Be on the lookout for her book soon! 


TI is happy to announce that 
Dr. Miguel Diaz, author of 
On Being Human: U.S. 


Hispanic and Rahnerian Perspectives, has 
won the Hispanic Theological 
Initiative’s 2002 Book Prize. (See arti- 
cle above) Dr. Diaz will receive a mon- 
etary award from the Hispanic 
Theological Initiative and give a lecture 
on July 14t, during HTT’s annual 
Summer Workshop at Princeton 
Theological Seminary. A book-signing 
event will follow on July 15 at 
Princeton Theological Seminary’s 
Theological Book Agency. 

On Being Human is a careful and 
creative reconstruction of dialogue 
between the US Hispanic theological 
communities, regarding anthropology 
in general and the formidable theologi- 
cal thinking of Karl Rahner. 
Furthermore, it is a fresh, clear project 
that advances dialogue between 
Hispanic theological developments and 
a significant “traditional” voice of 
Catholic theology. Diaz effectively 
summarizes seven leading Hispanic the- 
ologians regarding anthropology and 
presents Rahner's theological program 
with considerable nuance. The work is 
beautifully written, expertly document- 
ed, and truly learned. 


[Lews Fi ash 


We congratulate Dr. Edwin Hernandez 
in his new appointment as the Program 
Director of the Center for the Study of 
Latino Religion at Notre Dame 
University. The University of Notre 
Dame has received a $1 million grant 
from The Pew Charitable Trusts to 
establish the Hispanic Church 
Research Initiative (HCRI). The 
HCRI, housed within the Center, has 
been launched to conduct research on 
(1) the challenges of increasing access 
and retention of Hispanic students in 
graduate theological education, (2) the 
impact of Hispanic clergy and their 
churches on major problems in their 
communities, and (3) the role, func- 
tion, and satisfaction levels of current 
Latino theological faculty and other 
issues related to their professional 
growth in the academy. 


In November of 2001, Orbis Books 
published /ntroducing Latino/a 
Theologies written by two HTI 
awardees, Dr. Edwin D. Aponte, HTI 
1997-1998 Dissertation awardee, and 
Dr. Miguel A. De La Torre, HTI 2000- 
01 Post-Doctoral. In doing “teologia 


en conjunto” the authors articulate the 
fundamental principles and perspectives 
with which Hispanics from different 
faith traditions do theology. They show 
who Latino/as are and how their various 
cultures have been shaped by historical 
movements such as colonialism and 
Christian mission. 


Dr. Benjamin Valentin, HT1 1999-2000 
Dissertation Awardee has assumed the 
position of Assistant Professor of 
Systematic and Constructive Theology, a 
tenure track position at Andover 
Newton Theological School. 
Continuum International Publishing 
Group has also released his book The 
Ties that Bind: African-American and 
Hispanic-American/Latino(o) in Dialogue 
co-edited with Anthony Pinn. In this 
book five African-American and five 
Hispanic/Latino(a) theologians explore 
their common historical and cultural 
heritage and their similar chronicle of 
struggle and affirmation. The aim is to 
develop overarching meaning systems 
that encourage and sustain holistic 
imagination, notions of self and com- 
munal integrity, social activism, and sol- 


idarity. 


2002-2003 Awardees 


We are proud to announce this years schol- 
arship and mentoring awardees who repre- 
sent five countries including Puerto Rico. 
They are comprised of Roman Catholics 
and Protestants from 10 denominations. 
They also represent 19 different seminaries 
and universities in the United States. 


Doctoral Studies Awardees 
Jorge A. Aquino 

Gregory Lee Cuellar 

Allan Johnson-Taylor 

Norman E. Ruano 

Carmelo Santos-Rolén 


Doctoral Renewal Awardees 
These scholars were awardees for the 
2001-2002 academic year 

Joseph De Leon 

Thomas Vincent Flores 

Francisco Javier Goitia-Padilla 

Angel F. Méndez, OP 

Santiago O. Pinon, Jr. 

Ricardo Ramos-Diaz 


Mayra de Lourdes Rivera Rivera 
Carla Elena Roland Guzman 


Gabriel A. Salguero 


special Mentoring Awardees 
These scholars have entered their examina- 
tion year. This award will allow them to 
work with an HTI mentor throughout the 
2002-2003 


Maria Teresa Davila 
Juan Hernandez, Jr. 
Néstor Medina 

Rubén Mufioz-Larrondo 
Rady Roldan-Figueroa 
Angel Santiago Vendrell 


Dissertation Year Awardees 
Daniel FE. Flores 

Hjamil A. Martinez-Vazquez 
Manuel Jesus Mejido 

Daniel Ramirez 

Jess Rodriguez 

Leopoldo Antonio Sanchez Merino 


Dr. Elizabeth Conde-Frazier, HTI 
1997-1998 Dissertation Awardee, and 
Dr. Daisy Machado, former HT1 direc- 
tor and Mentor, and Dr. Edwin 
Hernandez, Pew religion officer, all 
participated in a panel discussion at the 
Hispanic Churches in American Public 
Life (HCAPL) conference in 
Washington, DC, organized by Dr. 
Gaston Espinosa, HT! 1999-2000 
Post-Doctoral Awardee. This confer- 
ence took place on May 5-6, 2002. 
Forthcoming is a book from HCAPL 
identifying the impact of Hispanic 
Catholics, Mainline Protestants, 
Evangelicals, Pentecostals and New 
Religions on political and civil partici- 
pation in the United States and Puerto 
Rico. 


Rubén Dupertuis, HTI 1999-2000 
Special Mentoring Awardee, has 
accepted the teaching position of 
Visiting Instructor of Religion at the 
Centre College in Danville, Kentucky. 
Rubén Dupertuis, PhD candidate at 
Claremont Graduate University, will 
simultaneously work on his dissertation 
while teaching. 


WE CELEBRATE OUR NEW 
DOCTORS 


We are elated to announce three HTI 
Dissertation Awardees that have success- 
fully defended their dissertations within 
the one-year grant period. They are: 

Dr. Javier R. Alanis, HTI 2001-2002 
Dissertation Awardee 2001-2002, and 
Assistant Professor of Theology, Culture 
and Mission at the Lutheran Seminary 
Program in Austin, Texas. 

Dr. Suzanne E. Segovia Hoeferkamp, 
HTI 2001-2002 Dissertation Awardee, 
2001-2002, on April 7, 2002, success- 
fully passed her dissertation defense 
with honors and distinction at the 
Lutheran School of Theology at 
Chicago. 

And, Dr. Hugo Magallanes-Tejeda, 
HTI 1997-1998 Doctoral Level 
Awardee, 1998-1999 Special 
Mentoring, and 2001-2002 Dissertation 
Awardee and an Assistant Professor at 
Asbury Theological Seminary. 


KEN 


WIT MENTORING IN MIND: THOUGHTS ON THEOLOGY IN THE 
“SEIRST PERSON PLURAL 


s Latina and Latino theologians, we claim that there is something different about 
ow we go about the work of theological inquiry. Yet, truth be told, Latino/a the- 
ologians did not invent teologfa de conjunto, the approach we embrace as an ideal 
and in our efforts that suggests the community rather than the individual as the 
appropriate subject and agent of theological inquiry. At its best, it is an approach that 
encourages us to speak in the first person plural, sharing the insights and questions at 
which we arrive together, a speaking with others that does not claim or pretend to 
speak for others. The insight that our journey on the road to understanding is less 
wearisome when we share it with fellow pilgrims is an ancient one. In the Mishnah, 
we read the advice of Rabbi Joshua ben Perahiah: “Get yourself a teacher, and get 
yourself a friend, and give everybody the benefit of the doubt” (m. Avot 1.6). 
Reflecting on this saying, one rabbinic commentator wrote, “ ‘And acquire yourself a 
friend.’ How so? This teaches that a person should acquire a friend to eat with, drink 
with, read Torah with, study Mishnah with, rest with, and to whom all secrets will be 
told—secrets of Torah and secrets of everyday affairs” (Avot de Rabbi Nathan 8). To 
share in learning is to share the life that learning nurtures, and to share life with oth- 
ers is to learn with them the lessons of the journey. 


Jean-Pierre Ruiz, St. Johns University 


In an essay entitled “Theological Education as Convivencia” (in From the Heart of 
Our People, eds. Orlando O. Espin and Miguel H. Diaz [Maryknoll, NY: Orbis 
Books, 1999] 206-216) Gary Riebe Estrella reminds us that “Latino theologians are 
also Latino theological educators, since the objective of our professional work is not 
simply the production of a body of content called Latino theology, but rather the 
mentoring of new Latino theologians. We don’t ‘train’ or ‘form’ them, we mentor 
them. That is, ours is the responsibility to share with them how our minds work as we 
do theology.” The Hispanic Theological Initiative’s networking and mentoring com- 
ponents help us to relearn this important lesson as doctoral grant recipients and men- 
tors alike accompany each other in sharing, learning and life. Paradoxically, in an era 
where the complex forces of globalization push us toward heightened awareness of 
interdependency, graduate education—even graduate theological education—tends to 
inculcate exaggerated individualism in the quest for individual excellence as so many 
compete for so few available teaching positions. In such a climate, a commitment to 
teologia de conjunto is nothing short of prophetic. Theological inquiry is not a zero- 
sum game where one’s gain implies another's loss. Rabbi Joshua’s words advice echoes 
across the centuries: “Get yourself a teacher, and get yourself a friend, and give every- 


body the benefit of the doubt.” 


“| ATINOS/AS: TAKING ACADEMIA TO A NEW LEVEL” 


INV Beas is about stretching one’s 


potential to the limit. It is about 


has provided my scholastic journey with 
an incomparable “Sabor Latino.” This 


finding new horizons. It is discovering relationship has transcended particular 


that one’s intuitions and suspicions are 
sound. In other words, the mentor/ 
mentee relationship is the opening of 
spaces for conversation and dialogue, in 
which the mentee is challenged to 
rethink preconceived notions of academia 
and scholarship in the deepest sense. 

This particular relationship has 
excelled my personal expectations and 


religious affiliations and invites me to 
appreciate the mosaic that makes up our 
Latino/a Christian communities. In help- 
ing me in my work, my mentor has 
shown me the meaning of what it is to 
be committed to the community. 
Néstor Medina 
Toronto School of Theology 
Doctoral Awardee 01-02 


ABOUT MENTORING. . . 


have appreciated the mentoring com- 

ponent of the HTI scholarship, pri- 
marily, in three ways. First, it has been 
extremely valuable that my mentor is 
knowledgeable in both History and 
Theology, thus providing a model on 
how I can combine the two fields in my 
studies. Second, he is genuinely interest- 
ed in my progress in the PhD program 
at my school. He has given me great 
insight into book and course selection, 
and has introduced me to historians in 
the field at various conferences. 
Furthermore, he has been able to meet 
with key professors from my program. 
Third, my mentor has been a friend. As 
a friend he has shown that he values 


who I am and my academic interests. It 
is very comforting to know that I have a 
mentor who roots for me and who has 
taken a keen interest in helping me 
attain my goal of a PhD in Church 
History. 
Carla Elena Roland Guzman 
University of Texas at Austin 
Doctoral Awardee, O1—02 


THE SPIRIT OF HT! SPREAD 
ITS WINGS AND FLEW US TO 
THE GOAL! 


would like to thank the HTT staff, 

Zaida, Joanne, Angela, and Maria, for 
all of their hard work in making the last 
Writer's Workshop such a positive, pro- 
ductive, and meaningful experience. 
The participants became more aware 
than ever how we are all in this effort 
together as we bonded in the sharing of 
our writing experiences and struggles. 
It was an especially positive experience 
to discuss the joys and pains of writing 
a dissertation, and also the insights and 
knowledge that we have gained in the 
process. Our spiritual bonding led us to 
pray earnestly for each other while we 
were together and also after parting 
ways, while in the process of writing. 
Moreover, our genuine sense of commu- 
nity and mutual regard equipped us 
with the power and spirit we needed 
toward the completion of our disserta- 
tions. 

Furthermore, working with Robert 

Ratcliff, the Professional Books Senior 


(continued on next page) 


Editor for Abingdon Press who was 
present at the workshop, was unlike 
anything I had known before. His 
mental dexterity and attentiveness to the 
development of my ideas was outstand- 
ing. The expert and individualized 
attention given to my work was unpar- 
alleled. A highly effective editor, such as 
Mr. Ratcliff, can enter the writer's mind 
and draw out one’s mode of thinking 
even further. Likewise, Jon Berquist, 
the Academic Editor for Chalice Press 
who also offered his service at the work- 
shop, gave an outstanding lecture on 
how to get published. Especially helpful 
were the guidelines he suggested for 
writing a book proposal. 

All in all, the January Writer's 
Workshop nurtured within us all the 
skill, vision, and spirit we needed to 
complete our dissertations on time and 
in excellence. 

Once again, thank you, HTT! 
Suzanne E. Segovia Hoeferkamp 
Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago 
Dissertation Awardee ‘01-02 
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Hispanic Theological Initiative 


“CAMINANDO WITH ONE'S 
MENTOR" 


erein resides the initial success of 

mentorship: to enter into a rela- 
tionship of “accompaniment” with your 
own mentor — that is, to search a men- 
tor who is interested in related subjects 


of one’s theological objectives. This is 


the reason why I am indeed very blessed 
to have mine. He is not only a theolo- 
gian who is deeply engaged with the 
general theological enterprise, but he is 
also a committed Christian, and advo- 
cate on behalf of those who are poor 
and marginalized. Since our first men- 
toring visit, my mentor has been willing 
to “caminar conmigo.” This relation- 
ship, however, is reciprocal. He shares 
with me about his own experiences of 
being a husband, father, teacher, and 
Hispanic in the USA. He listens to what 
I have to say, my questions, doubts, and 
reflections not only about my academic 
career, but also about my own “caminar” 
in this complex and yet beautiful path of 


12 Library Place Princeton, NJ 08540 tel. 609-252-1721 toll free. 800-575-5522 


fax. 609-252-1738 email. hti@ptsem.edu www.htiprogram.org 


doing theology. Our meetings are relaxed 
and informal, cordial and fraternal. He is 
a very busy person, so I try to limit my 
consultations during the semester. 
Instead, whenever I have a question or 
need advice, I first look for “immediate” 
mentors in my own academic community 
at the University of Virginia. I usually 
keep in touch, via e-mail, about once a 
month, just to touch base and to let him 
know, briefly, of my own progress. 


‘However, when we get together (twice a 


year) it is really a “retreat” experience. We 
usually take two full days for our mentor- 
ing meetings. We are very present to one 
another. It is a very intense experience, 
and we usually finish our “retreat” fully 
energized by each other. I have come to 
realize that the mentorship program is 
much more than simply a one-to-one 
exchange; rather, it is an occasion a 
expand our minds, horizons, and net- 
working communities. 
Angel E Méndez, OP 
University of Virginia 
HTI Doctoral Awardee ‘01-02 
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